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of immediately; it was not just neatly docketed and labelled
and put away for someone to stumble across or ferret out. The
observation and investigation by the pedologue goes on for a
number of years, the mental, physical, physiological, and
emotional development being studied during this period. This
research should result in a rich addition to the as yet scanty
store of scientific knowledge of the child.
It is the aim to establish a model school in each educational
area, which shall serve as a stimulus for the other schools. The
Central Laboratory is now working on the problem of what
constitutes a model school. Until recently there were in the
R.S.F.S.R. alone 2,500 schools which had adopted the designa-
tion of model, demonstration, or experimental school. The
number has been reduced to fifty, forty, or thirty for each
region. The social and political significance of the model school
is brought home to one by the fact that Socialist competition
has been organised between regions for the best model school
The region producing the best one will receive a prize from the
Government of 100,000 roubles. The school also will receive a
money prize. Besides this the Government will present yearly a
banner to the best school in the whole Union. The laboratory
must devise a standard by which the model School shall be
judged. Many factors besides the academic ones have to be
taken into consideration. The school building, equipment, and
apparatus, the Head, staff, social organisation, school feeding,
out-of-school activities, participation in the activities of life
outside, sanitation and hygiene, and even the school cleaners,
all play their part. Every school that aspires to the title of
model school is inspected and observed by the local pedagogical
station, which selects those in its area as suitable aspirants for
the title. These in their turn are inspected and observed for
several days by the district pedagogical station. The survivals
of the second stage then go through the process once more with
the regional pedagogical station. The final selections are visited
by the pedologues and methods mistresses or masters of the
Central Pedagogical Laboratory and Narkompros. On the report